
 
 

On Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese of St. Augustine (Year 2020) 

Theme: “That They May All Be One”   

Focus: “Our Catholic Unity in Diversity” 
 

Introduction 

The celebration of the 150th anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of St. Augustine is more 

than an occasion to reflect upon our history: it is also a time to celebrate who we are now as 

members of the Body of Christ which has many members but is one in Christ Jesus. It is a time 

to strengthen the source of our unity in Christ in his Eucharist and strengthen our bonds of 

communion with our bishop. It is also a time to look ahead, where our diocese is going into the 

future. 

 

While we will have several opportunities to celebrate our anniversary as a diocese in various 

events, the majority of the people of our diocese will experience the anniversary in their parishes. 

After all, our parishes are a diversity of people united in one diocese. 

 

The leadership of all our pastors and priests is essential in promoting the fruits of this celebration 

for their parishioners and schools.  

 

Here, then, are some ideas as to how parishes and schools may celebrate the 150th Anniversary as 

an occasion for pastoral growth and knowledge of the faith. Pastors and their advisors are invited 

to discern which of the following initiatives would benefit their parishes. 

 

Please note: More information on these activities will be forthcoming. 

 

 
Parish and Diocesan Goals, Resources and Community Activities 

 

Goal 1:  Learn more about the history of our diocese and of our parishes. 

 

Activities:  

 

1. Have parish committees gather their history and timelines. Every parish is encouraged to 

establish an on-going parish archive of its history (suggested that it is digital). 

 

2. Parishes are encouraged to celebrate their anniversary of establishment or dedication or 

saint’s feast day. Celebrate in some way the founding members of the parish (Resources will 

be available through the Liturgical Commission) 



 

3. Resources will be provided for parish prayer, a novena to our Lady of La Leche, 

  Intercessions, and special liturgies for the anniversary  

 

 

Goal 2:  Appreciate and grow in our participation in the Eucharist under the leadership  

   of the bishop and his presbyterate and diaconate with the people of God. 

 

Activities:  

 

1.  Make Eucharistic teaching available in the parishes 

 

2.  Promote ways to understand and participate better in the Liturgy  

 

2.  Promote greater participation in the Eucharistic Congress of 2020 

 

4.  Promote the bishop’s pastoral, “That They May All Be One.” 

 

 a.  A parish reflection guide on the pastoral will be made available 

 b.  Articles further commenting on the pastoral  

c.  Integrate the 150th anniversary observances and resources for the strategic planning for 

the bishop’s pastoral. 

 

 

Goal 3:  Identify, celebrate and encourage the sharing of the many gifts of the Spirit to the   

   members of the Body of Christ (stewardship). 

 

Activities:  

 

1.  Resources will be made available for discerning gifts of service 

 

2.  Have a parish ministry fair 

 

3.  Form a parish Stewardship Committee (resources available through the Diocesan 

 Office of Development and Stewardship) 

 

 

Goal 4: Identify our diversity in ethnic and generational cultures and seek how to best 

minister to and with our people. 

 

Activities: 

 

1. Study the USCCB materials and learn the competencies to minister to persons of different 

cultures in the parish. 

 

2.  Develop and conduct a parish census to register persons of different cultures. 



 

3.  Seek creative ways to feature the diverse cultures in the parish, especially at Pentecost;   

 celebrate cultural feast days.  

 

4.  Host a multicultural potluck dinner for the parish with ethnic foods made by parishioners, 

and include entertainment featuring ethnic music and dance. 

5.  The diocesan Youth and Young Adults director will provide workshops on understanding  

 generational cultures (for parents and other adults, old and young, including youth and   

 young adult ministers) 

 

6.  Erin McGeaver will provide parishes with best practices for welcoming people to our 

parishes.  

 

 

Goal 5:  Celebrate and call for a renewed commitment to the outreach of our diocese  

and its parishes and institutions to serving others in justice, especially those most in 

need. 

 

Activities: 

 

1.  Identify the outreach ministries already being done by both the diocese and pastors, 

 and tell their story 

 

2.  Make outreach ministries more known in the parishes by various means of communication. 

 

3.  Make the work of Catholic Charities and Catholic Relief Services better known. 

 

4.  Promote the work of the diocesan Office of Human Life and Dignity at the parish level. 

 

5.  Promote the work of the diocesan Catholic Missions Office. 

 

 

Goal 6:  Celebrating the anniversary with our Catholic Schools and with all our youth, 

especially with an emphasis on the unity in the Eucharist and understanding 

generational cultures. 

 

Activities:  

 

1.  Emphasize the unity that the Eucharist brings us (youth oriented resources from the Office of 

 Catholic Education) 

 

2.  Encourage awareness of the diocese’s history and the cultural diversity and celebration of the 

many gifts of our students in our Catholic schools. 

 

3.  Identify, and if needed, develop intercultural skills in the schools.  

  



4.  Offer Catholic High School students a way to identify their personal gifts.  

 

5. Implement Youth Synod. 

 

6.  The Christian Formation Office will develop lesson plans around the themes of the 150th 

 anniversary. 

 

7.  Young Adults book discussion groups.  

 

 

Goal 7:  Seminarians will celebrate the 150th anniversary in their seminaries 

 

TBD 
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